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WELCOME!  
 
 

Welcome to the Fort Carson Child, Youth & School Services (CYSS) Program.  Whether you 

are enrolling your child or youth for child care, family child care, school-age programs, youth 

programs, sports, fitness and health, or SKIESUnlimited, (instructional classes), or require 

assistance with area schools,  we are happy to have you in our program and we pledge to do our 

best to make it a positive experience for all. 

 

Our programs are dedicated to making care and program services a comfortable, enjoyable 

and life enriching experience for all children and youth (six) 6 weeks to eighteen (18) years, no 

matter who you are or where you are stationed. 

 

Child, Youth & School Services programs at Fort Carson are essential family programs that 

directly support the life styles of our diverse and unique Military and Civilian community.   

 

Our goal is to help each child and youth develop to his or her potential.  We feel we have the 

responsibility to foster positive self-concept, strong emotional well-being, productive social 

interactions, and intellectual growth.  We strive to provide safe environments, enriching 

experiences and loving care for your children and youth during their time in our programs. 

 

We ask that you take some time to read the information provided to you in this handbook.  In it 

you will find crucial information for all CYSS programs, to include philosophies, procedures, 

policies and program descriptions.  We hope the information will answer any questions and 

concerns you may have.  The more you know about CYSS and the staff that provide care for your 

children and youth, the more you can be assured they are receiving the best possible services. 

 

Thank you for entrusting us with the care and development of your child or youth. 

 

 

Child, Youth & School Services Staff 

Fort Carson, Colorado 

 

    



 - 3 - 

 

                    TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 

 

MISSION,  PHILOSOPHY,  ACCREDITA TION.ééééé. ..... 4 

 

ARMY  FAMILY  COVENANTéééééééééééé... ..... 5     

 

DIRECTORY.ééééééééééééééé.éééé.. ..... 7 

 

PROGRAM OPERATING HOURS.ééééééééé.é. ..... 9 

 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONSéééééééééééé.. ..... 11 

 

       CYSS Liaison Education and Outreach Serviceséé.ééé..........é...é ........ 12 

      Child Development Center................................................................. ..... 16 

      Family Child Careééééééééééééé...........éé. ..... 17 

      School Age Servicesééééééééééé......................éé ...... 19 

      Middle School/Teenééééééééééééé................. ...... 21 

      Sports, Fitness, & Healthééééééééééééé.ééé. ..... 23 
 

CYSS OPEN DOOR POLICYéééééééééééééééééé.. ..... 24 

CYSS FAMILY ORIENTATION ééééééééé..éé é..ééééé .... 24 

 

CYSS POLICIES & GENERAL INFORMATIONéééé ..... 25 
 

      Eligibilityéé.ééééééééééééé.éé..éé............... ........... 25 

      Waiting Listséééééééééééééééééééééé. ........ 25 

      Registrationéééééééééééééééééééééé..éé.. .......... 27 

      Fees & Paymentséééééééééééééééééééé.. ........ 27 

      Special Needséééééééééééééééééééééé ........ 29 

      Health & Safetyéééééééééééééééééééééé. .......... 30 

      Parental Supportéééééééééééé.éééééé. ééé. .......... 33 

      Guidance Policyéééééééééééééééééééé.... ......... 35 

     Touch Policyéééééééééééééééééééééééé.. .......... 35 

    Child Abuseééééééééééééé.ééééééééééé ......... 37 

    USDA Food Programééééééééé.ééééééééééé ......... 39 

    Staff to Child/Youth Ratioséééééééééééé.é................ ........... 39 

    Staff/Provider Qualifications    ééééééééé.éééééé ......... 40 
 

                                                                         

 
 



 - 4 - 

  

                                                   CHILD , YOUTH &  SCHOOL SERVICESé 

 

                    Our Mission is CARING 
 

 

 

     M ISSION 

 

Our mission is to provide a seamless delivery of quality care and services for eligible children 

and youth (6 weeks through 18 years of age) that enhance readiness and well being of the 

workforce and their families reducing conflicts between parental responsibilities and their 

on-the-job mission requirements. 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY 

 
Our child youth and school services programs are designed to help your child and/or youth 

develop within him/her a positive self-concept that will help them become productive adults.  

We strive to do this by providing a safe, healthy, and stimulating environment where children 

and youth feel accepted and respected for being the unique person they are: 

¶ By providing a place where they have opportunities to participate in age appropriate, 

developmental activities as part of a group or individually that allows for optimal, 

social, emotional, physical, creative, and cognitive growth.   

¶ By providing a place where they can safely express their feelings without withdrawing, 

fighting, or giving up their rights.  

¶  By providing a place where they are free to make choices and then accept the 

responsibility for the choices they make.  

¶  By providing character education that will help develop and nurture a spirit of 

cooperation, creative problem solving, and individual responsibility which will impact 

positively upon their lives. 

         

 

 

ACCREDITATION 

 
CYSS participates in accreditation programs offered by the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children (NAEYC) for Child Development Center (CDC) programs and the 

National After-School Alliance (COA) for School Age Services (SAS) programs, and National 

Association for Family Child Care (NAFCC).  The Boys and Girls Club of America Standards of 

Excellence and the National Alliance for Youth Sports are followed for our Youth programs.   
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ARMY FAMILY COVENANT  
 

AMERICAȭS ARMY:  THE STRENGTH OF THE NATION 
       ARMY FAMILY COVENANT 

 

 WE RECOGNIZE THE COMMITMENT AND INCREASING SACRIFICES THAT OUR FAMILIES ARE MAKING EVERY DAY. 
 WE RECOGNIZE THE STRENGTH OF OUR SOLDIERS COMES FROM THE STRENGTH OF THEIR FAMILIES. 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES A QUALITY OF LIFE THAT IS COMMENSURATE WITH 

THEIR SERVICE. 
 WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING OUR FAMILIES A STRONG, SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT WHERE THEY CAN     
                                                                                            THRIVE. 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO BUILDING A PARTNERSHIP WITH ARMY FAMILIES THAT ENHANCES THEIR STRENGTH AND 

RESILIENCE. 
WE ARE COMMITTED TO IMPROVING FAMILY READINESS BY: 
 

¶ STANDARDIZING AND FUNDING EXISTING FAMILY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 

¶ INCREASING ACCESSIBILITY AND QUALITY OF HEALTH CARE 

¶ IMPROVING SOLIDER AND FAMILY HOUSING 

¶ ENSURING EXCELLENCE IN SCHOOLS, YOUTH SERVICES  AND CHILD CARE 

¶ EXPANDING EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAMILY MEMBERS 
 

SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE UPON SUBMISSION OF REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION TO FORT CARSON CHILD, YOUTH 

AND SCHOOLS SERVICES (CYSS) PARENT  CENTRAL,   DEPLOYMENT ORDERS; TCS ORDERS; PCS ORDERS 

AND/OR DOCUMENTATION OF MISSION LEVEL.  CYSS REGISTRATION PACKETS CAN BE PICKED UP AT PARENT 

CENTRAL, BLDG 1518.  PLEASE CALL (719) 526-1101 FOR INFORMATION. 
 
DEPLOYMENT SUPPORT ELIGIBILITY: 

PATRONôS  ELIGIBILITY CATEGORIES ENSURE CONSISTENCY OF DELIVERY OF ARMY FAMILY COVENANT  CYSS 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN SUPPORT OF SOLDIERS AND DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD) CIVILIANS THAT 

SUPPORT THE GWOT MISSION AND EXPEDITIONARY ARMY AT WAR.  PATRON ELIGIBILITY CATEGORIES ARE AS 

FOLLOWS:  
 

¶ M ISSION LEVEL 1 ï FAMILIES OF DEPLOYED SOLDIERS AND DOD CIVILIANS  

¶ M ISSION LEVEL 2 -  FAMILIES OF SOLDIERS AND DOD CIVILIANS SERVING  UNDER THE FOLLOWING ORDERS: 

TEMPORARY CHANGE OF STATION (TCS) AND PERMANENT CHANGE OF STATION (PCS) UNACCOMPANIED 

TOUR OF DUTY AND TEMPORARY DUTY (TDY) STATUS FOR 90-179 DAYS 

¶ M ISSION LEVEL 3 -  REAR DETACHMENT CADRE SUPPORTING THE IMMEDIATE FAMILIES OF DEPLOYED 

SOLDIERS AS IDENTIFIED ON THE REAR DETACHMENT AND PERSONNEL AVAILABILITY REPORT 

¶ FAMILIES OF WOUNDED WARRIORS ï ARMY WOUNDED WARRIORS (AW2) AND WARRIORS IN TRANSITION 

(WT) AS IDENTIFIED BY THE WT UNIT COMMANDER 

¶ IMMEDIATE FAMILIES OF FALLEN WARRIORS 

 

SERVICES FOR EACH OF THESE CATEGORIES ARE FOLLOWS: 

 

ALL CYSS PATRONS 

¶ FREE CYSS REGISTRATION AND RE-REGISTRATION FEES 

¶ FREE HOURLY GROUP CARE FOR ALL ATTENDEES OF A MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR A FALLEN SOLIDER 

¶ FREE HOURLY  CARE FOR FRG MEETINGS UP TO THREE HOURS PER VISIT 

¶ FREE HOURLY CARE DURING MANDATORY AFC ACTIVITIES (E.G. DEPLOYMENT AND REUNION BRIEFINGS 

 

M ISSION LEVEL 1 

¶ 16 HOURS FREE HOURLY RESPITE CARE PER CHILD PER MONTH BEGINNING 30  DAYS PRIOR  TO DEPLOYMENT 

AND EXTENDING TO 60 DAYS AFTER RETURN TO FORT CARSON 

¶ HOURLY CARE FEE REDUCTION TO $2.00 PER CHILD PER HOUR FOR ANY HOURLY CARE BEYOND THE FREE 

RESPITE CARE HOURS 

¶ 20% FEE REDUCTION FOR REGULARLY SCHEDULED FULL AND PART DAY CARE 

¶ UP TO 4 FREE SKIES (INSTRUCTIONAL) CLASSES PER CHILD/YOUTH (NTE 8 WEEKS PER CLASS) 

¶ UP TO 2 FREE CYSS TEAM OR INDIVIDUAL SPORTS  PER CHILD/YOUTH 
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M ISSION LEVEL 2  

¶ 16 HOURS FREE HOURLY RESPITE CARE PER CHILD PER MONTH DURING DESIGNATED ELIGIBLE  PERIODS 

¶ HOURLY CARE FEE REDUCTION TO $2.00 PER CHILD PER HOUR FOR ANY HOURLY CARE BEYOND THE FREE 

RESPITE CARE HOURS 

¶ UP TO 2 FREE SKIES (INSTRUCTIONAL) CLASSES PER CHILD/YOUTH (NTE 8 WEEKS PER CLASS) DURING 

DEPLOYMENT CYCLE 

¶ UP TO 1 FREE CYSS TEAM OR INDIVIDUAL SPORT PER CHILD/YOUTH 

 

M ISSION LEVEL 3 

¶ 5 HOURS FREE HOURLY RESPITE CARE PER CHILD PER MONTH DURING DESIGNATED ELIGIBLE  PERIODS 

¶ HOURLY CARE FEE REDUCTION TO $2.00 PER CHILD PER HOUR FOR ANY HOURLY CARE BEYOND THE FREE 

RESPITE CARE HOURS 

¶ UP TO 2 FREE SKIES (INSTRUCTIONAL) CLASSES PER CHILD/YOUTH (NTE 8 WEEKS PER CLASS)  

¶ UP TO 1 FREE CYSS TEAM OR INDIVIDUAL SPORT PER CHILD/YOUTH 

 

WOUNDED WARRIORS 

¶ 16 HOURS FREE HOURLY RESPITE CARE PER CHILD PER MONTH DURING DESIGNATED ELIGIBLE  PERIODS 

¶ HOURLY CARE FEE REDUCTION TO $2.00 PER CHILD PER HOUR FOR ANY HOURLY CARE BEYOND THE FREE 

RESPITE CARE HOURS 

¶ UNLIMITED FREE HOURLY CARE FOR MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS 

¶ CATEGORY 1 FEES FOR REGULARLY SCHEDULED FULL AND PART DAY CARE 

¶ UP TO 4 FREE SKIES (INSTRUCTIONAL) CLASSES PER CHILD/YOUTH (NTE 8 WEEKS PER CLASS) DURING 

DEPLOYMENT CYCLE 

¶ UP TO 2 FREE CYSS TEAM OR INDIVIDUAL SPORT S PER CHILD/YOUTH 
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CYSS DIRECTORY  
 

 
CYSS Coordinator , Room 234 Building 1217ééééééééééééé ... 719-526-4188 

 

Programs 
 

CYSS Liaison, Education, and Outreach Services (CLEOS), Building 1518                                                            

Outreach Services Director, é..éé..ééééééééé.é.éé......ééééé 719-526-8220  

          Central Enrollment  Registrationéééééééééééééééé.ééé 719-526-1101 

          Mobilization Child Care Supportééééééééééééééééé.é ... 719-526-1101 

          School Liaison Officersééééééééééééééééééé.ééé. 719-526-4269 

          SKIESUnlimited Director (Instructional Classes)ééééééééé.ééé.. 719-524-2896 

          Fax numberéééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééé. 719-524-0194 

East Child Development Center (CDC), Building 6058 

          Main Deské.......................................................................................................719-526-5977/5978 

          CDC Directoréééé.ééééééééééééééééé..éé.éé... 719-526-2737 

          Assistant Directoréé.éééééééééééééééé..ééé.ééé. 719-526-5976 

          Training & Curriculum Specialistééééééééééééé.éé.éé.é  719-526-3383 

          Fax numberééééééééééééééééééééééééé.éé.  719-526-4214                                        

West Child Development Center (CDC), Building 6060 
           Main Deskéééééééééééééééééééééééé...........719-524-0151/0152 

            CDC Directorééééééééééééééééééééééé..éé.. .   719-524-0153 

            Assistant Directoré.éééééééééééééééééééé...éé...  719-524-0157 

            Training & Curriculum Specialistééééééééééééééé...éé....   719-524-0156 

            Fax numberééééé.ééééééééééééééééééé...é.é.  719-524-0159  

North Child Development Center (CDC), Building 4355 

           Main Deskééééééééééééééééééééééééé 719-526-3241 

           CDC Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééééé 719-526-3241 

           Assistant Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 719-526-3241 

          Training & Curriculum Specialistéééééééééééééééééé.. 719-526-3412 

Southwest Child Development Center (CDC), Building 7790 
          Main Deskééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 719-526-3312 

         Hourly Care Reservationsééééééééééééééééééééé.. 719-526-2463 

         CDC Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 719-526-3312 

         Assistant Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééé... 719-526-3312 

         Training & Curriculum Specialistéééééééééééééééééé.. 719-526-3312 

 

Southeast Child Development Center (CDC), Building2765 
         Main Deskééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 719-526-3159 

        CDC Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 719-526-3159 

      . Assistant Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééé... 719-526-3159 

       Training & Curriculum Specialistéééééééééééééééééé.. 719-5263159 

 

Family Child Care (FCC), Building 5510 

           FCC Administrationéé.éééé..ééééééééééééééééé. 719-526-3338 

            FCC Directorééééééééééé...ééééééé..éééé.é........ 719-526-1108 

           Training & Curriculum Specialistéééééééééééééééééé... 719-526-3482 
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           Fax numberéééééé.ééééééééééééééééééééé. 719-526-1102 

 

 

 

School Age Services (SAS), Building 5510 (Grades Kindergarten -5
th
 Grades   

       Main Deskééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 719-524-2544 

       SAS Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 719-526-4887 

       Training & Curriculum Specialistéééééééééééééééééé 719-524-2544 

       Fax Numberéééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 719-524-2943 

 

Youth Center for Middle School/Teen (MST), Building  5950 

       Main Deskééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 719-526-2680 

       Youth Center Directoré ééééééééééééé..ééé.éééé.. 719-526-2680 

       Training & Curriculum Specialistéééééééééééééééééé, 719-526-2680 

       Fax numberééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 719-526-1231 
 

Sports, Fitness and Health (SF&H)  Building 5950 

       Administration Numberéééééééééééééééééééééé 719-526-1233 

       SF&H Directoréééééééééééééééééééééééé.é 719-526-4425 

       Assistant Directorséééééééééééééééééééééééé 719-526-6810 

       Fax numberééééééééééééééééé......................................... 719-526-1231 

 

CYSS Other Telephone Numbers 
        CLEOS Administratoréééééééééééééééééééééé.... 719-524-0655 

        School Age Administratoréééééééééééééééééééé.é 719-526-2669 

        Child Administratorééééééééééééééééééééééé... 719-526-1106 

       Youth Administratoréééééééééééééééééééééé.é. 719-526-2310 

        Health Specialist/Traineréééééééééééééééééééééé. 719-524-0641 

        Nutrition Specialistéééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 719-526-1058 

        Functional Technology Specialistééééééééééééééééééé. 719-526-1643 

        Program Operations Specialistééééééééééééééééééé.. .. 719-526-1236 

        SFAC Liaisonééééééééééééééééééééééééé é.. 719-526-1101 

 School Liaisonséééééééééé ééééééééééééééé... 719-526-4269 

             CYSS Nurseééééééééééééééééééééé. ééééé  719-526-1101 

 VenturePoint Program Directorééééééééééééééééééé... 719-524-1472 

 
 

 

For DSN calls please use 691 prefix for 526 

For DSN calls please use 883 prefix 524 

 

 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION/WAITING LIST  

719-526-1101 

719-526-8220 
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Program Operating Hours 

 
ü PARENT CENTRAL  

MONDAY ï FRIDAY 0800-1700 

 

 

 

ü M ILITARY SCHOOL TRANS ITION SERVICES  

ü SCHOOL  SUPPORT SERVICES 

                                                     MONDAY-FRIDAY 0800-1630 

 

 
 

ü East-719-526-5977, West-719-524-0151, Southeast-719-3216 and North-719-526-

3241   Child Development Centers 

Monday ï Friday 0545-1800 

Located in Buildings: 6058, 6060, 2765 and 4355 

 

 

 

ü Southwest Child Development Center 

ü 719-526-3312, Building 7790 

 

Hourly Care 

 

                  Mon-Fri 

 

0730-1630 

 

ü School-Age Services  

ü 719-524-2544, Building 5510 

School Days 

 

School Out Days and Camps 

                  Mon-Fri 

                   

                  Mon-Fri 

0545-1800 

 

0545-1800 

 

 

 

Full Day Programs Mon-Fri 0545-1800 

Mobilization/Family Readiness Group Child Care Support 

call 524-4218 for Assistance  (East Center Only) 
As needed As needed 
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ü Family Child Care  

ü 719-526-3338, Building 5510 

Office Hours Mon-Fri 0730-1700 

Family Child Care Provider Meeting 
Last working day  of each 

month 
1830-2000 

 

New Provider Family Child Care Orientation 

 

Lending Library Open After Hours by Appointment Only 

1
st
 Friday of each month 0900-1000 

 

ü Youth Center for Middle School and Teens  

ü 719-526-2680, Building 5950 

Middle/High School 

 
Mon-Thur 0545-2000 

Middle/High School Friday 0545-2100 

School Out Days, Camps 

Open Recreation 

Open Recreation 

Mon-Fri 

Mon-Thur 

Fri 

0545ï1200 

1200-2000 

1200-2100 

Open Recreation 

 

Saturday 

 

1300-2100 

 

ü Sports, Fitness, and Health  

ü 719-526-1233, Building 5950 

Office Hours Mon-Fri 0830-1700 

Practices location determined by sport Mon-Fri Start time 1630 

 

Games 

 

 

Fri & Sat  

 

 

 

 

 
All CYSS Programs are closed on Federal Holidays 

 
Programs may be closed additional hours or days at the discretion of the Command 
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CYSS PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS  

 

Child,  Youth & School Services (CYSS) offers a variety of programs and services to meet the 

needs of your family. Our multiple service delivery options are: 

 

 

× Child, Youth & School Services Education, Liaison, and Outreach Services (CLEOS) 

ü Youth Education Support Services 

ü Youth Education Liaison Services 

ü School Liaison Services 

ü Schools of Knowledge, Inspiration, Exploration and Skills (SKIESUnlimited) 

ü Outreach Services 

ü Kids on Site (STACC Child Care & Deployment Child Care) 

ü Community Partnership 

ü Parent Central 

 

× Child Development Services 

ü East Child Development Center (CDC) 

ü West Child Development Center (CDC) 

ü North Child Development Center (CDC) 

ü Southeast Child Development Center (CDC) 

ü Southwest Child Development Center (Hourly and Part Day Preschool CDC) 

ü Family Child Care Homes (FCC) 

ü Beacon School Age Services (SAS) Kindergaten-5th Grades 

 

× Youth Services 

 

ü Middle School and Teen (MS/T) 

ü Sports, Fitness, and Health 

ü VenturePoint  
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Child Youth and School Services, Liaison, Education, and Outreach Services 

(CLEOS) 
 

 
Ĕ Youth Education Support Services 
 

The Army has designated the Youth Education Support Services (YESS) for the operation, 

integration, coordination, and oversight of the CYSS School Liaison Services, CYSS 

Youth Liaison Services and CYSS Instructional Programs serving children/youth and 

parents.  Youth Education Support Services is responsible for facilitating the delivery of 

quality school transition, education support services and youth sponsorship to help parents 

ease the impact of the mobile military lifestyle on the academic success of military 

children.  In addition, YESS serves as the primary advisor and subject matter expert to the 

Commander on matters relating to schools and youth education issues.   
 

Responsibilities 

 

ü Operation and oversight of CYSS School Liaison Services 

ü Youth Education Liaison Services 

ü SKIESUnlimited (CYSS Instructional Programs) 

ü Initiate and maintain partnerships with schools and private sector youth serving 

organizations 

ü Provide programs and services that help ensure a ñlevel playing fieldò for Army youth 

transitioning among installations and school systems 

ü Home School support through use of CYSS facilities 

ü Youth Sponsorship 

 

For more information contact your YESS Office at 719-526-4269 

 

Ĕ Outr each Services 

 

Outreach Services is the gateway to the CYSS system. 

 

Outreach services programs provide common support services for existing Child, Youth & 

School Services, community and parent services and care and supervision options.   

 

The following services are available: 

 

ü Parent Central 

¶  CYSS Parent Central operates as a one-stop child/youth registration point for all 

delivery systems.  CYSS Parent Central is your first stop for information, 
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registration and referrals.  Registration and program orientation is required for 

participation in all CYSS programs.  Patrons may schedule an appointment or 

walk-in.   Each registration takes approximately 30 minutes.  Parents may also 

obtain information about schools within El Paso County and the surrounding area, 

babysitters and referrals to other child and youth agencies in our community.   

 

 

 

 

ü CYSitters Referral List and Training  

¶ A referral list of trained babysitters who can provide short term child care in your 

home is available at CYSS Parent Central, 526-1101.  All babysitters must have 

completed a viable Babysitter course such as Red Cross and must be a minimum of 

13 years of age and have signed parental permission to be placed on the list. 

¶ Fort Carson Child, Youth & School Services offers the CYSitters course for teens.  

For information concerning training dates for the Babysitting course please call 

526-1101. 

 

ü Parent Education 

¶ Parent Education workshops are scheduled throughout the year and focus on a 

variety of topics that are of interest to parents.  If you have a specific topic you 

would like to see a workshop on please let us know. 

 

ü Parent Advisory Council (PAC) 

¶ This is an advisory board comprised of parents and CYSS staff in each of Fort 

Carsonôs CYSS programs that meets monthly.   On a quarterly basis, each PAC 

sends a representative to the overall CYSS PAC.  The purpose of this group is to 

work together as a team for continued improvement of CYSS programs.  All 

parents are strongly encouraged to join and attend the PAC meetings. 

 

ü Special Events 

¶ Throughout the year, CYSS sponsors special events for the children, youth, the 

families and the entire community.  Many of these events occur on a yearly basis, 

such as Month of the Military Child, Lights On After School and Holiday Village 

to name a few.  Information on all CYSS events may be found at all CYSS 

programs and throughout community publications. 

 

ü Volunteer Services 

¶ Volunteers are always needed and appreciated throughout all CYSS programs.  

Volunteers help with youth sports, camps, administrative duties and special events.  

Outreach Services provides training and documents the amount of volunteer hours 

for anyone wishing to volunteer in our programs.   

¶ Teens are able to volunteer to gain experiences that may help them later in life 

through Promise Passport.  For information on Promise Passport contact Outreach 

Services or any CYSS program manager. 

¶ CYSSôs Volunteer program follows the guidelines of the Installation Volunteer 
policy 

 

ü Kid On Site (KOS) 
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¶ On site child care provided by CYSS staff to units/organizations for functions 

where parents remain on site.  

 

§ Family Readiness Groups  

§ Unit or Organization Briefings 

§ Religious Functions 

§ Spouses Club Meetings and Functions 

§ Parent Education/Meetings 

§ Installation Functions 

 

¶ The cost for this service varies based on number of children, staff and number of 

hours.  Staff, equipment and materials are provided by CYSS. 

For more information on KOS, please contact Parent Central,  526-1101 

   

ü Mobilization, Pre-deployment and Deployment Support 

¶ Child Care support for mobilization, pre-deployment, and deployment will be 

available in the East Child Development Center and the Southwest Center.  The 

child care is provided at no charge to the deploying unit.    

For more information on Deployment support, please contact Parent Central, 526-

1101  

 

ü Volunteer Child Care in Unit Settings (VCCUS) 

¶ Unit volunteers can become certified through CYSS to provide free child care to 

Units/organizations for group meetings and functions.  The training, supplies and 

support for VCCUS will be provided by CYSS at no charge to the unit. 

     For more information on VCCUS training and support, please contact Parent Central, 

526-1101 

          

ü Special Needs 

¶ Addresses the needs of children and youth with allergies, asthma, developmental 

delays, educational needs, physical disabilities, other health concerns and/or 

special placement for special care. 

 

ü Community Based Programs 

¶ OPERATION:  Military Kids ; Fort Carson is partnering with the Colorado State 

University and County Extension staff, community volunteers, and 4-H Club youth 

to provide support systems and forming new support systems and reaching out to 

military youth and families in the various stages of the deployment cycle. 

                 For more information on Operation:  Military Kids, please contact the Outreach 

                Services office, 526-1101 

 

¶ OPERATION:  Child Care ; Fort Carson is partnering with the local community 

and the local resource and referral agencies in support of Reserve and Guard 

Soldiers and their families of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 

Freedom within the state of Colorado. 

                  For more information on Operation: Child Care, please contact the Outreach        

                  Services office, 526-1101 
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ü Army Child Car e in Your Neighborhood (ACCYN),  Army School Age in Your 

Neighborhood (ASPYN) and Army Youth Programs in Your Neighborhood;  Fort 

Carson is partnering with the National Association for Child Care Referral Agency 

(NACCRA), Boys and Girls Club of Colorado and the local resource and referral 

agencies to provide care options for those families living ñoutside the gatesò.  

 For more information, please contact Parent Central , 526-1101 

 

ü  Instructional Classes (SKIESUnlimited Academy) 

SKIES are sponsored by the Schools of Knowledge, Inspiration, Exploration, and 

Skills (SKIESUnlimited) in conjunction with Child, Youth & School Services 

(CYSS) Division of the Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation 

(DFMWR).  Our mission is to provide the children and youth of Fort Carson with 

a variety of classes taught by qualified, imaginative and dedicated instructors, 

creating experiences of value, excellence and enjoyment.  In addition, all Fort 

Carson CYSS SKIESUnlimited instructors have local and national background 

checks, training in CPR, First Aid, Child Abuse Reporting and Prevention, 

Guidance, Child Developmental Guidelines and Safety.   

Enrollment Information -Enrollment for all SKIES classes takes place at Parent 

Central , which is located at bldg. #1518, 526-1101.  All enrolling students must 

have an active CYSS Registration.  Registration is valid for 12 months and can be 

used for all Fort Carsonôs Child, Youth & Schools Services and activities and 

programs.  Names and phone numbers of emergency contacts, immunization 

records and a current physical (current for the whole session) for some classes are 

required for registration . 

The SKIESUnlimited Academy is the framework for Armyôs Child, Youth & 

School Services (CYSS) instructional program.  It encompasses the four service 

areas:  Arts, Recreation & Leisure; Life Skills, Citizenship & Leadership: Sports, 

Fitness & Health: and Academic Skills, Mentoring & Intervention 

Instructional programs offered by Fort Carson CYSS may range from the musical 

and the athletic, to the creative.  Some programs may be provided to offer long-

term opportunities over a number of years while others are short-term, reflecting 

community interest.  Regardless of the time span, these programs present an 

opportunity to build individual knowledge and leadership skills, practice social 

skills and experiment with various activities and programs. 
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Child Development Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

East, North, West, South-West, and South-East Child Development Centers 

(CDC) 

 

Each Child Development Centers provides quality developmental programs.  Whether children 

are enrolled in the full day, part day, or hourly programs, a schedule of planned activities will 

enable children to develop and grow in a caring, nurturing environment. 

 

Program Options for the CDC 

 

Programs and activities within the CDC will reflect knowledge and understanding of the growth 

and development of children and provide experiences to enhance and support childrenôs 

physical, social, emotional, and cognitive growth.  Each program within the CDC is age and 

developmentally appropriate.  Ages for care at the CDC are six weeks to 5 years.  Depending on 

the needs of each family a variety of care options are available: 

 

ü Full Day Care ï Developmental care for infants, toddlers, and preschool age children on a 

regular scheduled basis for up to twelve hours a day. 

ü Part Day Preschool ï Developmental care for preschool age children, options include 

two, three or five times a week for three hours a day.   

ü Hourly Care ï Developmental care for all ages on a short term, intermittent basis. 

 

Age Group Requirements 

 

 Infants ï 6 weeks to 12 months 

 Pre-toddlers ï 12 months to 24 months 

      Toddlers ï 24 months to 36 months 

     Preschool ï 3-5 years 

                                                    Pre-Kindergarten 4-5 years 

 

A Measure of Quality 

All CYSS Child Development Centers (CDCs) follow guidelines and standards from the 

National Association Education for Young Children  (NAEYC) and maintain Department of 

Defense (DoD) Certification.   
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Family Child Care 
 

ü Provided by authorized family members in On Post Housing, or Homes Off Post   

ü Serves children 4 weeks to 12 years 

ü Includes full-day, part-day, hourly care and before and after school options 

ü Special Purpose Homes (weekend care, evening and after hours care, long term, around 

the clock care. Offers a family atmosphere with small groups of children. 

 

Family Child Care offers small, multi-age care in a nurturing home environment.  FCC offers a 

variety of home care options, with the advantage of having siblings cared for by the same 

primary caregiver.  The hours of operation tend to be more tailored to meet the scheduling needs 

of the families it serves.  Parents are given the opportunity to choose their child care provider 

through an interview process.   

 

FCC providers use daily routines, planned curriculum and teachable moments to meet the varied 

needs and interests of children.  The goal of FCC is to teach the ñwholeò child by providing a 

variety of materials, experiences, and activities that promote learning through play. 

 

Family Child Care has partnered with state licensed child care providers in the surrounding 

communities to offer another viable child care option to military and DoD civilian families.   The 

FCC off post provider offers a community enrolled home based child care setting with a small 

group size.  The homes selected for this program must meet state licensing requirements and 

Army standards.  

 

Only the best qualified applicants are selected to become FCC providers. 

 

ü Both home and provider are Army Certified 

ü Initial certification process includes: 

 

¶ Background screening (provider, all adult household members and children over 

the age of 11) 

¶ Detailed home inspections (fire, health, safety, and program) 

¶ In-home family interview 

¶ Program planning (parent contracts, menus, evacuation plan, discipline policy, 

activity plan, daily routine schedule) 

¶ Pre-certification home visits (at least one unannounced) 

¶ Substantive professional early childhood training  
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¶ Certified in CPR/First Aid, Child Abuse Prevention and Identification, 

Medication Administration, Communicable Diseases and Food and Nutrition 

 

ü Clearly defined procedures ensure children receive quality of care equivalent to that 

offered in Child Development Centers. 

 

¶ Standards are established for both the FCC program and individual homes 

¶ Professional staff oversee providers/homes 

¶ Children are placed through Central Registration according to eligibility and 

priority status 

¶ Infrastructure supports successful caregiving with: 

 

V Extensive initial and on-going competency based training 

V Credentials and Accreditation 

V USDA Child and Adult Care Food Program 

V Equipment/toy lending library 

V Technical Assistance 

V Parent Advisory Council 

V Opportunities for additional local workshops and conferences 

 

If you are interested in using an FCC provider for child care services, we urge you to visit and 

interview with providers who are able to meet your familyôs needs.  It is a good idea to bring 

your child to meet the providers.  Choose more than one possible provider so that you are more 

likely to find one with openings when you need care.  CYSS Parent Central will assist you in 

finding an FCC provider.  There is also an online program, FCC.com that provides you the 

opportunity to see the variety and quality of FCC homes that operate on Fort Carson.  Please call 

719-526-1108 to obtain a FCC.com login and password.  If you are interested in one of the FCC 

homes you view on FCC.com, please visit CYSS Parent Central to ensure the provider you are 

interested in has child care openings.  FCC.com does not provide information on current child 

care availability. 

  

For more information on FCC On and Off post Homes please contact the FCC Office,        

526-3338.  To obtain information concerning FCC home care, please call Parent Central, 

526-1101. 
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School-Age Center (SA) 

 
AFFILIATE MEMBER OF BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF AMERICA and 4-H Youth Development Program  

 

It is the mission of Fort Carson SA to provide affordable supervised before and after school care; 

to maintain a quality program that meets the needs of the children and parents; in an effort to 

promote character values and reduce conflicts with parental responsibilities. 

 

Our SA program is nationally accredited by the National School-Age Care Alliance (NSACA). 

The NSACA has recently changed their name to the National After-School Alliance (NAA) Fort 

Carson SA is going through the re-accreditation process.  This accreditation assures parents of a 

commitment to responsive and loving care, trained and competent staff, a safe and healthy 

environment and consistent program improvement and quality. 

 

Children participating in SA must be enrolled in Kindergarten through 5th grade.   

 

During the school year our programs are open before and after school and school out days, to 

include snow days that the Installation is not closed. In the summer, full-day summer camps and 

specialty camps are offered. 

 

SA programs offer a variety of services, such as regular care for working families, hourly care 

for those needing occasional care and open recreation for families who do not need care but want 

their children to have enrichment opportunities during out-of-school time.  There is no difference 

in the quality of the programs.   

 

× Regular Care 

¶ Before and After  

¶ Before-School only 

¶ After-School only  

× Occasional Care 

¶ Hourly Care ï This option is for families who need care on an intermittent 

basis 

 

× Summer Programs  

¶ Packed with fun and adventure 

¶ Variety of activities such as 

§ Swimming 

§ Bowling 

§ Arts and crafts 

§ 4-H Clubs 
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§ Photography 

§ Boys and Girls Club of America Programs 

§ Options to attend 

§ Sign up for individual weeks 

§ Attend the entire summer 

 

 

Programming 

Programs are centered on the Armyôs four core service areas: 

 

ü Life Skills, Citizenship, and Leadership Opportunities 

ü Arts, Recreation and Leisure 

ü Sports, Fitness and Health programs 

ü Mentoring, Intervention, and Education Support Services Programs 

ü Youth Sponsorship 

 

Partnerships 

The Army has a partnership agreement with the following organizations: 

 

ü 4H ï All children may register with 4H with no additional costs.  Children registered for 

Fort Carson 4H are also registered for all El Paso County and National 4H programs. 

ü Boys and Girls Club of America (BGCA) - Developing many programs and partnerships 

with businesses and corporations to offer children a wide variety of programs.   

 

Character Building!  

A number of programs are offered to support building strong character.  Character Cubs is 

designed for our youngest children.  Character Counts! is designed for all age children and 

youth.  These programs are built on the six pillars of character:  trustworthiness, respect, 

responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship.       

 

There are additional programs offering support to our children such as Homework Support, 

Computer Lab, Pets, and Plants. 

 

Special Activities include but are not limited to field trips, instructional classes and sports. 

 

A Measure of Quality 

Our SA program has been accredited since 2001and has maintained Department of Defense 

Certification. 
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Middle School and Teen Services 

 
AFFILIATE MEMBER OF BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF AMERICA and 4-H Youth Development Program 

The Youth Centerôs  goal is to provide a safe, healthy environment with programs that promote 

the well-being of youth. We strive to assist the youth in acquiring the knowledge, skills and 

character that will enable them to become independent, productive, and contributing members of 

society. We enable service men and women, and civilians to focus on the Military Mission by 

providing programs and services that create a sense of family and well-being. 

Youth must be in grades 6th thru 12th & registered in CYSS through the Central Registration 

Office.  Youth Services members must be prepared to sign-in and sign-out (over 12 years old) 

and present their CYSS Swipe Cards in order to access the Youth Center facility, check out game 

equipment and participate in special activities (field trips, dances).  Youth members also have 

access to a TV/lounge area, (open recreation activities), sports, intramurals, fitness room, arts 

and crafts, community service projects, SkiesUnlimited classes, homework center and 

technology lab. 

The Youth Center is comprised of: 

ü Middle School and Teen programming to reduce the potential for at risk behaviors in 

children 12 to 18 years old when they are not in school. 

ü Programs are centered on the Armyôs four core service areas: 

o Life Skills, Citizenship, and Leadership Opportunities 

o Arts, Recreation and Leisure 

o Sports, Fitness and Health programs 

o Mentoring, Intervention and Education Support Services Programs 

4-H Clubs 

P Photo Club 

P Art Club 

P Community Club 

P Technology Club 

 

 

 

Boys and Girls Club of America 
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¶ Promise Passport Volunteer Program 

¶ Torch Club (ages 11-13) 

¶ Technology Lab 

¶ Youth Advisory Council (YAC) Club (Teen Council) 

¶ Seminars 

¶ Open Gym  

¶ Keystone Club 

¶ Workforce Preparation 

¶ Teen Discovery/Forums 

¶ Character Education 

¶ Goals for Graduation 

¶ Power Hour (Homework Room) 

VenturePoint ï is a delivery system that offers Venturing beyond CYSS doors , expanding 

services for youth on-site in DFMWR programs: 

¶ Edge Program ïThis program offers out of school activities for children/youth to 

experience, develop, grow and excel by participating in cutting ïedge activities.  There are 

(4) packages which youth can sign up for.  Each session lasts a month. The packages are 

in the areas of LIFE, ADVENTURE, ART, AND FIT.  The VenturePoint program is for 

children/youth ages 11-18.  This is a one time offer for NEW youth participants who have 

not used our programs before.  It is free to try the program.   For monthly class schedule 

visit www.mwrfortcarson.com/CYSS/EDGE.  Activities will be held Monday-Friday, 

afterschool hours.  Interested participants must be registrar at Parent Central.  For more 

information, please call 524-1472 

¶ Youth ages 15-18 can participate in the HIRED Apprenticeship program.  Positions are 

designed to ensure apprentices receive valuable hands ïon job experience and training.  

This program also prepares youth intellectually, technically, culturally, ethnically and 

socially for the demands and opportunities of a highly competitive job market.  Youth will 

be place at different locations throughout DFMWR facilities.  This program is 12 weeks in 

duration.  Youth interested in learning a skill and earning money can sign up at CYSS 

Parent Central.  For more information, please call 524-1742. 

 

Know where your Middle School student is before school and in the afternoon by enrolling them 

in CYSSôs Middle School Teen (MST) Program.  Our accountable Before and After School 

Program will take the worry off your mind.  This program is for children 11-12 years old (6
th
 and 

& 7th grades). Children cannot leave the CYSS facility without a signature from parents.  Facility 

staff maintains a roster and contacts parents if the youth does not arrive.  This program is in 

addition to the Open Recreation Program.   The Before School program is fee-based, the After 

School program is free with free transportation to and from on-post schools.  For more 

information contact Parent Central, 526-1101. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mwrfortcarson.com/CYSS/EDGE
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Sports, Fitness, and Health 
 

The Fort Carson Youth Sports, Fitness and Health program is dedicated to providing 

professionally managed programs and a wide range of opportunities that meet the developmental, 

educational, leisure, recreational, physical and social needs of our children and youth ages 3 

through 18.  This program enhances the skills and education of athletes through a positive, 

healthy, and fun environment. 

 

The Youth Sports & Fitness and Health Program offers a variety of team sports and individual 

sports: 

ü Team Sports 

¶ Basketball 

¶ Soccer (spring & fall) 

¶ Baseball 

¶ Softball 

¶ T-Ball 

¶ Flag football 

¶ Tackle football 

 

ü Individual Sports 

¶ Golf 

¶ Archery 

¶ Bowling 

¶ In-line Skating 

¶ Wrestling 

 

ü Fitness & Health 

¶ Fitness equipment 

¶ Aerobics 

¶ Nutrition (cooking) 

¶ Education 

¶ Health Promotion classes 

 

ü Outreach Programs 

¶ Intramurals (SAS/MST) 

¶ Motor Skills (CDC/ FCC/ SAS) 

¶ Skill Building Clinics (SAS/MST/Community) 

¶ School Partnerships/Home School Support  

¶ ñPick Upò Sports for Youth/SAS 

¶  

Community needs are met through a variety of activities and programs to include:  motor skill 

development, sports clinics, sports clubs, fitness & nutrition activities, and mentoring programs.  

Through existing and future partnerships with outside communities our program will continue to 

grow and accommodate the needs of our military and community families.  In addition, we have 

received youth sports grants to help improve our participation numbers and activities.  

 

 

Volunteer Coaches  


